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MESSAGE FROM
HOLLYWOOD MAYOR
Josh Levy
Fellow Hollywood Residents,
With the winter holiday season in full swing, I hope this edition of New Horizons finds you and your families safe,
healthy and joyful.
Last year's holiday season was significantly hindered by the pandemic, so I know that this year's holidays will be
that much more meaningful for many of us. Our state and county COVID-19 numbers are thankfully the lowest they
have been since the start of the pandemic. Families and friends are getting together again and holiday travel is
back. That is really great, because one of the things that we learned from the personal isolation that the pandemic
brought upon us, is how important personal interactions are for our well-being. It feels good to be together with
other people, and the human spirit needs that. So this holiday season, while maintaining the Covid-19 precautions
we know to take when needed, let's make it a point to get together again, to rekindle our friendships, to make new
friends and to spread goodwill to one another.
Speaking of goodwill, I’d like to express how heartwarming it has been to have our community come together in
support our Hollywood Police Department family as we joined HPD in grieving for the recent loss of two heroes who
we will never forget: Officer Yandy Chirino and Lieutenant John Graham. Each of them were brave officers whose
backgrounds and stories represent all that is great about our country and our city. We will forever owe them and
their families our gratitude and will forever hold them in a place of honor.
In the pages ahead, you’ll find that our city has lots of much needed public improvement projects underway
and planned for 2022 and beyond. Playground replacements; traffic calming, roadway resurfacing and sidewalk
repairs; sports field improvements; updated ambulances, fire trucks, police vehicles and technology to assist
our personnel in enhancing public safety; new watermains, climate resilience and stormwater infrastructure
improvements; continuing city process improvements; cyber security enhancements; better civic engagement
and customer service through the new Hollywood Connect app, and through the new Hollywood Digest publication;
improved measures to best manage vacation rentals given state law limitations; new methods and partnerships
to more effectively help get the homeless the help they need to get back on their feet; the Neighborhood Pride
Program continues to facilitate the improvement and affordability of older homes (visit the city website or call
Community Development at 954921271 to see if you qualify!); important and continuing economic development
initiatives; and more. There is much to do to fund all the needs of our city, and our elected officials and city staff
are hard at work in every available measure to secure our city’s future.
Thank you for doing your part in supporting the improvement and success of our city and for supporting our local
economy by shopping and dining locally this holiday season.
Best regards and wishing you and your family a joyful holiday season,
Josh Levy, Mayor
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NEWS FROM DISTRICT 6
Vice Mayor Linda Sherwood

We're Moving Forward
At the beginning of each fiscal year the Commission
is asked to evaluate the performance of our City
Manager, City Attorney, and CRA Director. I am always
overwhelmed by the many fantastic accomplishments
they have attained. Because the list is so long for each
one of these men, I am only able to touch on a few
remarkable examples.
Our City Manager Wazir Ishmael, with the very
progressive staff and Assistant City Managers he hired,
worked through the unforeseen pandemic with grace.
By following scientific guidelines, he maintained strict
rules that were not always popular with some residents,
but the City remained safe and business functioned to
its best and optimum ability. Our IT director brought us
into a new age of online literacy. We were able to keep
property development, big and small, going in the right
direction. Permitting became easier online, as did the
services provided by many other departments, including
Public Utilities, Code Compliance, Public Works, Parks,
Recreation and Cultural Arts and Human Resources. City
Commission Meetings, Workshops, Executive Sessions,
etc. continued on WebEx as normal. Our citizens were
able to send in written comments to have their opinions
heard. Wazir is the best, admired and respected City
Manager by all our residents I have ever seen.

Our City Attorney Doug Gonzales brought his legal team
into a standard of cohesiveness above anything I have
seen in the past almost 15 years as Commissioner. He
has been able to save the City a great deal of money by
taking on serious litigation issues that would have cost
so much more if an outside firm had been chosen. I am
very confident in his knowledge and advice on any issue.
Our CRA Director Jorge Camejo works diligently to
improve both Downtown and the Beach districts. He
works with Lisa Liotta who oversees the downtown
district. Lisa coordinates the best events and Jorge goes
out of the way to work with and attract new businesses
not only to the downtown but also the beach. His main
purpose right now is completing every project planned
for both districts before the CRA sunsets.

It is not my job to evaluate our Chief of Police Chris O’Brien
but I couldn’t end this article without paying tribute to
him for having to endure one of the worst weeks this very
competent, and empathetic leader had to go through.
That is the loss of Officers Chirino and Graham within
24 hours of each other. WE salute these two officers and
pray they are now resting in peace.
Please contact me anytime by email at LSherwood@
hollywoodfl.org
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NEWS FROM DISTRICT 1
Commissioner Caryl Shuham

Exciting Happenings Across the City
As the City continues to catch up on much needed
improvements throughout, we are working on a new
Marina Master Plan to address public launching
sites, dry slip parking, wet slip dockage, competitive
docking fees, ADA accessibility enhancements,
traffic, public safety concerns, the public right-ofway, and a unified shoreline. I was able to meet with
the consultant early in the process and emphasized
the need to protect residents from parking abuses
by marina users and the need to protect the
surrounding neighborhood from traffic and other
potential excesses. Please provide your input on the
Marina Master Plan at www.PlanHollywoodFLMarina.
com.
I am excited to share that the Hollywood Dog Beach
has expanded its hours to 7 days a week! The Dog
Beach is between Custer and Pershing Streets. The
new, additional hours are Mon. -Thurs. 9am – 5pm;
Fri, Sat, Sun: 9am – 3pm. There is no charge to visit
the dog beach during these new hours. During the
following, original, busy hours, a daily or 6-month
pass is required: Fri, Sat, Sun: 3pm – 7pm. Check
out the City’s website for more details. https://www.
hollywoodfl.org/318/Dog-Parks.

Though sometimes differing views on municipal
issues can challenge our sense of community, recent
outpourings of support, love and pride reinforced
what I know about Hollywood – we are all here for
each other. I was honored to attend two touching
community services in November: Memorial Hospital
organized a very moving service to honor the lives of
three members of HPD who tragically passed away
in recent months: Officer Yandy Chirino, Lieutenant
John Graham and Detective Jon Cooke. Just days
later, the impressive South Broward High School
JROTC put together a remarkable Veterans’ Day
celebration. Both of these events were inspiring and
emotional and reminded me of the beauty of our
Hollywood community and the good fortune I have
to live and serve here.
Wishing each of you a very happy and healthy
holiday season and only the best to you and yours
in 2022!
Until next time…please reach out with any concerns
or questions: CShuham@hollywoodfl.org.

NEWS FROM DISTRICT 2
Commissioner Linda Hill Anderson

Progress Throughout District 2
“At the blueness of the skies and in the warmth of
summer, we remember them.” -Sylvan Kamens &
Rabbi Jack Reimer.
We experienced a difficult time in October with the
loss of two City of Hollywood police officers. I send my
condolences to the families and the Police Department.
As we continue to recover from the COVID-19 pandemic,
after two years “Hollyweird” was brought back on
October 30th. The streets of Hollywood were filled with
families. Over 5,000 participants joined in the muchneeded fun and activities for all ages.
Hurricane Season is over, and we are blessed that
this season didn’t impact the City of Hollywood but
there was devastation in other cities. I’m proud of
the students at McNichol Middle School for collecting
donations for Haiti.
Every year we make time to celebrate our Veterans
and active Service Members. Hollywood Veterans
and Active Service Members enjoyed a meal on us for
Veterans Day. We are thankful for their service to our
country.
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We celebrated these financial accomplishments:
•
•

Received $554,571 from Broward County Children’s
Services Council for after school and summer
camp programs that serve 400+children.
Received $228,000 from State of Elder Affairs for
senior citizens recreation programs and services.

There are significant infrastructure improvements
underway. Please watch out for a road closure in
District 2 on N. 22nd Avenue between Johnson Street
and Sheridan Street. Contractors for Florida Power
and Light (FPL), Concurrent, have been closing N. 22nd
Avenue at numerous locations to install new concrete
poles in conjunction with their citywide hardening
project. Closures began in October and are expected
to continue through the end of the year.
With continued anticipation, Downtown Hollywood is still
growing. We are also excited about the improvement
of the Dixie Highway Railroad Corridor as we clean up
and beautify.
Wishing you a Joyous Holiday Season!

NEWS FROM DISTRICT 3
Commissioner Traci Callari

Reflecting on 2021
Here we are at the end of 2021. Most of us can share
stories of what went on during the last 19 months
of trials and tribulations during the pandemic, but I
feel it is the perfect time of the year to express many
thanks. It’s important to find good out of bad. So let’s
reflect on the positive happenings in Hollywood.
I believe that the values and quality of life have
greatly improved with more awareness focused on
family, wellness, community, and outdoor activities.
Civic engagement in our City increased via Webex,
ZOOM and now with City Hall back open to the public.
Economic vitality within the City is and has been
on the rise, permit applications, inspections, and
reviews continue to be processed. Many projects are
on schedule despite pandemic-related delays and
resource issues.
Several GO Bond projects, specifically our park
improvement
designs,
are
completed
and
implementation is underway including in our very
own Sal Oliveri Park. Street and alley improvements
continue to be addressed. We are a large, yet older

city with over 350 miles of roadway that need some
love. Priorities have been outlined and a repair and
re-pavement plan is being implemented.
Due to limited space, I want to update you all on the
Hollywood Youth Ambassadors Program. During
COVID, the challenges and adjustments also affected
our youth. Despite the restrictions, the ambassadors
found an opportunity to successfully have Hollywood
Happy Day this past May. It was a huge success
and we are looking forward to continuing the event
this upcoming year. We have added two additional
ambassadors to the 2022 program, Maria Funes
from Chaminade-Madonna College Preparatory
and Ashley Dorvilus from South Broward. These
young adults have exactly what our future needs:
determination, smarts, willingness, and a passion to
learn and improve local government. I am looking
forward to the bright future our City holds.
May everyone have a blessed and safe holiday
season and excited to welcome in the 2022 new year.

NEWS FROM DISTRICT 4
Commissioner Adam Gruber

Positive Changes
As I sit to write this article, it has been exactly one year
to the day that I was sworn in as Commissioner of
District 4. I have learned a lot this past year. One thing’s
for sure, the public sector moves much slower than the
private sector. But I am happy to say that the City of
Hollywood is moving in the right direction. With a topnotch City staff, civically engaged residents, and a
City Commission in tune with residents, we are making
positive changes.
I ran my campaign based on a promise that my primary
focus would be on the needs and wants of the people in
District 4. One year later and that is still the goal. Much
has been accomplished in year one. We have new
playgrounds, parks slated for complete revamping,
hundreds of sidewalk repairs already completed with
hundreds more scheduled, traffic calming measures
including traffic lights at our major intersections
programmed to allow pedestrians to cross busy streets
on Friday nights and Saturdays without having to push
the button to activate the crosswalk and many other
positive changes. But there is much more work to be
done. Over the next year and beyond, the plan is to start
new initiatives and continue to make sure older ones
are finalized—like new and improved street lighting;
new playgrounds for The Lakes of Emerald Hills, Oak

Lake Park and Oakridge Park; repaving of our roads;
landscaping and median enhancements on Stirling
and Sheridan and much more.
Vacation rentals have become a hot topic in our area.
I share your concerns that many of these rentals
significantly diminish the quality of life for surrounding
neighbors. While our hands our somewhat tied by the
State on regulating these properties, the City recently
passed one of the strictest vacation rental ordinances
on the books. Also, we have launched a helpline to
report problems. Whether it is a loud party, concerns
with parking or trash, or any other concern, you can
report it 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to a live operator
via a dedicated customer service line at 954.231.2375.
Lastly, I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the tragic
loss of two of our Hollywood Police Officers on the
night of October 17, fallen Officer Yandy Chirino and
Lt. John Graham. We held a vigil on October 21 at MBG
Park for Officer Chirino and it was a ray of light during
a very dark time. Our community showed tremendous
support and gratitude to the brave men and women
of the Hollywood Police Department and all of our first
responders and it was very powerful.
Wishing everyone Happy Holidays and a Happy New Year!
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NEWS FROM DISTRICT 5
Commissioner Kevin Biederman

Making Sure District 5 Voices Are Heard
Many projects are happening throughout the City.
From private acquisition and redevelopment to
traffic calming and infrastructure improvements,
there is work to be done to revitalize our aging City.
One proposed project you may have read about in
the last New Horizons magazine has to do with the
public-private partnership or P3 proposal for the
redevelopment of the Hollywood Beach Culture and
Community Center at 1301 South Ocean Dr. For more
information, please visit the City of Hollywood's FAQ
page at www.hollywoodfl.org/faq.aspx?qid=468.
Several active residents have expressed their opinions
and feelings about this proposal. To the residents of
District 5, who have often expressed that their voices
are not heard and their concerns do not get as much
attention, I want to make sure to the best of my ability,
that input from YOU, my neighbors in Boulevard
Heights, Carriage Hills and the majority of Driftwood, is
a part of this process.
District 5 residents have consistently maintained that
they want lower taxes and more services. It has been my
experience that they understand that Hollywood is an
aging community and needs to find alternate sources
of revenue to prevent the redevelopment burden from
falling on the taxpayers. They have expressed that
additional and unnecessary tax burdens can create
financial hardships, especially for young families and
our seniors.

When reviewing past special elections (GO Bonds,
etc.), it’s evident that city-wide elections have
predominantly been decided by those residents who
are most active, in many cases financially secure
and college-educated, and that low-and-moderate
income residents and minority residents are typically
under-represented. This means a lot of the residents of
District 5 are potentially not taking part in the process
and not having their voices heard.
Thankfully, the implementation of districting in our
City has helped to assure all parts of Hollywood have
representation on the City Commission. Since then, even
the most active citizenry has only one commissioner
to represent their interests, making it equitable for
those who have consistently felt insignificant. It is
true that I have commented about a vocal minority
of residents in our City who have expressed their
thoughts on projects, bonds, neighborhood issues, and
this proposal, and I recognize the residents of District 5
may not be as aware of this project and have not yet
made their opinions known.
I am committed to making sure that in addition to
listening to residents throughout the City, I am always
an advocate and a voice for our residents in District 5.
If you are a resident, and specifically a District 5
resident, and would like to discuss any concern with
me, I am available to you! KBiederman@HollywoodFl.
org or 954.997.6450.

CITY DEPARTMENTS
CELEBRATE AWARDS
Congratulations to the City of Hollywood’s Communications,
Marketing and Economic Development team. They took home two
honorable mention Outstanding Awards at the 2021 Florida Municipal
Communicators Association Annual Conference in November. The
team’s COVAID campaign won an honorable mention in the “Best
Marketing Campaign for 10,000 or More Population” category, and an
honorable mention in the “Best Publication” category for the Economic
Development Activity Report with Legislative Report Supplement.
The Office of Human Resources is the recipient of an "Honorable Mention”
in this year's Cigna Wellbeing Award. Hollywood was chosen from a
number of Cigna's clients throughout the United States and, according
to Cigna, “despite a unique year the City continues to be a true leader
in encouraging employees and their families to improve their overall
well-being." Besides leadership, the evaluation
criteria includes initiatives and worksite policies,
program
implementation,
communication
plans, incentives and more.
Congratulations to former City Commissioner
and CRA Board member Richard Blattner who
recently received the Broward Metropolitan
Planning Organization’s Lifetime Achievement Award. Commissioner Blattner
accepted the award at the MPO’s State of the Region Annual Awards Ceremony at
the Signature Grand in Davie.
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1301 SOUTH OCEAN DRIVE
PUBLIC PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP (P3)
Redevelopment Proposal

You may have seen yard signs about a “private
condo” on the beach and wonder what that means.
The City is working with the Related Group on a
public-private partnership, also known as a P3, for
the redevelopment of the City-owned parcel at
1301 S. Ocean Drive. The proposal includes several
public infrastructure improvements, and a private
residential component as part of the partnership.
The proposal also calls for the Related Group to pay
an upfront rent payment estimated to be between
$35-$50 million, based on the condominium sales,
and generate a projected annual revenue stream
of approximately $3 - $3.5 million. This new revenue
source could be used to fund a variety of necessary
public improvements City-wide, thereby reducing
the burden of Hollywood taxpayers.
The private component is calling for a slender, 30
story residential condominium on A1A. The public

improvements call for a new 2-story oceanfront
community center, restaurant/coffee shop/snack
space, an outdoor, ocean-front elevated deck space,
expanded public park, playground and open green
space, landscaped sculpture garden, pavered
sidewalk extension, and additional public parking
spaces. Plans also call for the coastal dunes at the
site to be restored and enhanced as guided by the
Florida Department of Environmental Protection.
A project webpage has been established on the
City’s website where facts on the project, a video
animation, artist renderings, community meeting
videos, current proposed terms and other documents
are available for public view. All are encouraged
to visit the site to learn the facts of the proposal at
www.hollywoodfl.org/1325/Hollywood-BeachCultural-and-Community-C.

YOU’VE GOT AN IDEA FOR A BUSINESS

Now What?

Have you been toying around with a business idea
and want to take it to the next level? Let us help
you clear the path from idea to business start. The
City of Hollywood supports and encourages local
entrepreneurship and is honored to continue hosting
its FastTrac® program in partnership with Kauffman
FastTrac®.
As a Kauffman FastTrac® affiliate, the City hosts the
FastTrac® Start-Up Program to help entrepreneurs
refine their business concept, identify the components
of a strong business plan, and access the appropriate
resources to launch and grow successful businesses.
During the free ten week program, future
entrepreneurs-to-be are provided with a robust
curriculum and various resources. Participants
identify market needs, explore risk and success
factors, build a business plan, and learn business
fundamentals, and network with entrepreneur
professionals, amongst many other opportunities.

All participants will receive a certificate of completion
and the top three business plans may be eligible to
compete for seed money grants through a pitch
competition. Participants in the FastTrac StartUp Program will also have direct access to subject
matter experts with invaluable business know-how.
Eligibility criteria for FastTrac® includes:
• A well thought-out idea for a new business
• Two years of work experience
• Access to a computer to participate in the
virtual courses and complete assignments
• Some market research on business idea
• Commitment to participate in all sessions
(approximately 30 classroom hours) and
complete prep work (approximately 15-20
hours per week)
The FastTrac® Start-Up Program is free and open
only to Hollywood residents and businesses. Space
is limited. For more information, contact the City of
Hollywood at 954.921.3620.
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MESSAGE FROM THE
CITY MANAGER
Dr. Wazir Ishmael
In one week last month, the City of Hollywood laid to rest two members of our Hollywood Police family, Officer
Yandy Chirino and Lt. John Graham. The devastating loss of these two superlative officers continues to weigh
heavily on our heart and minds. It was during this same week that I was scheduled to address our Chamber of
Commerce and provide an annual Message from the City Manager. The senseless deaths of these two officers,
the increasing violence our officers seem to be facing, our deeply divided country still feeling the impacts of
the pandemic, brought into sharp focus the need to find balance at work, in our personal lives, and in our
interactions with one another.
As I shared my annual City Manager’s Address, I wanted to highlight how intentional and laser focused we are
in our efforts to work to balance economic, environmental, political and social forces for a healthy and resilient
City. I recalled that just after I became City Manager, I presented a plan for sustainable prosperity, which was a
citywide vision aimed at promoting responsible commercial, industrial, office and residential development and
redevelopment while preserving open space and the quality of life for our neighborhoods.
To pursue “sustainable prosperity,” the City adopted a Strategic Plan two years ago and we are making real
progress in several key focus areas. We have implemented several General Obligation (GO) Bond projects and
are seeing great results with 22 projects in various stages of planning, design, preconstruction or construction;
we are planning for the future with a Stormwater Master Plan, Bicycle Mobility Plan, Hollywood Marina Master
Plan and the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Department System Master Plan; this year alone we invested more
than $51 million in utilities capital improvements and an additional $100 million for the ocean outfall closure;
and we continue to expand resources to allow easy access to information and prioritize public input into the
development review process with the new Public Participation Ordinance.
In City government, the most crucial balance is a balanced budget. The FY 2022 Adopted Budget continues to
hold the line on taxes and maintain required reserve funds. The City’s tax base has increased 55.6% since 2016,
which contributes significantly to having a balanced budget and is largely a result of increased property values,
new construction, and redevelopment. Even with this significant increase in the City’s tax base, Hollywood ranks
9th in taxable value/square mile and taxable value/resident out of the 10 coastal cities in Broward County.
City staff are diligently working to support the City’s Strategic Goal of Economic Vitality, and we are starting to
see some great projects along the 441 Corridor like the mixed-use Pinnacle 441 and the new Wyndham Dolce
Kosher House Hotel. Oakwood Plaza is proposed to be reimagined into a lifestyle center with the possibility of four
office buildings. Every quadrant surrounding Young Circle in Downtown Hollywood is either under construction
or slated for redevelopment.
We have also worked to use the State’s Public Private Partnership statute to allow for alternative ways to fund
public improvement projects. Examples include the University Station project that will bring new, affordable
housing units downtown and additional public parking near the planned Broward Commuter Rail Hollywood
Station, Orangebrook, and the Hollywood Beach Culture and Community Center (HBCCC). The HBCCC project
as currently proposed would provide the City with a new, larger oceanfront community center, along with an
initial rent payment of at least $35 million guaranteed, approximately $3 to $3.5 million per year in property
taxes and other annual rent payments and fees, along with an expanded Harry Berry Park.
As we celebrate this holiday season and the coming of a New Year, let’s commit to finding a balance that is
sustainable and enduring. Wishing you all health, happiness and peace in 2022.

The City invites you to bookmark, follow, like and subscribe to us!
Email notifications
Twitter
Facebook
Instagram
YouTube
LinkedIn
Requests for service
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NotifyMe (sign up at www.hollywoodfl.org)
@cohgov
@CityOfHollywoodFl
@cityofhollywoodfl
hollywoodflch78
City of Hollywood
Help Me Hollywood free mobile app or www.hollywoodfl.org

GET CONNECTED
www.hollywoodfl.org
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IT'S DOGGONE FANTASTIC!

New Expanded Hours at Dog Beach
The City Commission
recently
adopted
revisions to Chapter
99.05 of the Code
for Dog Beach that
expands the hours
of operation. Dog
Beach is located on
Hollywood
Beach
between
Pershing
Street and Custer
Streets in the northern
section of the beach.
Dog Beach - Hours of Operation

FREE:
Monday - Thursday: 9 am – 5 pm
Friday - Sunday: 9 am – 3 pm
Hours may be extended based on Lifeguard
staffing
Paid daily pass or 6 month pass required:
Friday - Sunday: 3 pm – 7 pm
During Daylight Saving Time: 4 pm – 8 pm
Daily Pass
- $5.00 per dog, per day (Hollywood Residents)
- $10.00 per dog, per day (Non-Residents)
6 Month Pass
- $30.00 per dog (Hollywood Residents)
- $60.00 per dog (Non-Residents)
Passes may be purchased at the following
locations:
- Dog Beach, between Pershing & Custer Street
(preferred purchase location)
- Parks and Recreation Administrative Office,
1405 S. 28th Av.
- Credit Card ONLY, No Cash or Money Orders
Accepted at either location. Identification is
required when making a purchase.

Dog Beach Rules
• Owners are legally responsible for their dog(s) at
all times
• Owners must control their dog(s) at all times
• Owners are responsible for waste cleanup
• Dogs must have a current rabies tag
• Dogs must be leashed anywhere outside Dog Beach
• City is not responsible for injury or damage
• Use and enjoy the dog beach at your own risk
• Help keep the beach clean. Clean up after yourself
• Park Rangers and Lifeguards are authorized to
advise any person or dog to leave these premises
• Lightning is a severe hazard. Immediately exit the
beach when lightning is observed and/or thunder
is heard.
Prohibited
• Sick Dogs
• Dogs in heat
• Aggressive Dogs
• Other Animals
• Alcohol

•
•
•
•
•
•

Glass containers
Fireworks
Whistles
Balloons
Polystyrene
Single-use plastic

Please help keep our beach clean by bringing a doggie
waste bag with you. For additional information on Dog
Beach, please visit: http://hollywoodfl.org/318/DogParks or call 954.921.3404.
Hollywood is also home to multiple, dedicated dog
park spaces including:
• Hollywoof Dog Park at Stan Goldman Park, 800
Knights Road
• John Williams Park, 6101 Sheridan Street
• Oakridge Park, 5300 SW 35 Avenue
• Poinciana Park, 1301 S 21 Avenue
• Emerald Hills Lakes Park, 3013 N 39 Street
Hours of operation at the dog parks are from dawn to
dusk. Please be sure to clean up after your dog and
supervise them at all times. Only non-aggressive dogs
are allowed in the park. Thank you for your cooperation
in keeping the parks safe and clean for all to enjoy.

Hollyweird Happenings
More than 5,000 people came out in costume
to celebrate Halloween at the annual Hollyweird
Downtown Hollywood Block Party.
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HollywoodFL.org/OnTheGo
As part of the City’s Capital Improvement Program and voter-approved General Obligation Bond, the
Department of Design and Construction Management (DCM) recently hosted a series of virtual community
meetings. The meetings were an interactive way for staff to provide a status update on individual improvement
projects, and provided an opportunuty for the public to share their ideas, suggestions and feedback.
Linear Park & Mobility Hub Improvements Public
Meeting
On October 25th the community was invited to a virtual
public meeting to discuss design status and project
features for the Linear Park that runs along the east
side of US441/SR7 between Hollywood Boulevard and
Johnson Street. Mobility Hub improvements at 441 and
the Boulevard were also discussed. The project team is
now reviewing and evaluating all the feedback received
and is working to finalize construction drawings as the
project design continues to move forward.
Bike Lane Tree Planting Public Meeting
On October 26th, DCM held a virtual public meeting to
update residents on the N. Park Road, 14th Avenue, and
56th Avenue Bike Lane and Tree Mitigation Project. The
City’s landscape architect outlined areas where 1250
new shade trees would be planted, the type of tree,
scope of work, and additional project plan deails. The
community provided their ideas in an effort to enhance
the project investment. The meeting was recorded
and may be viewed on the City’s Hollywood On The
Go webpage at www.hollywoodfl.org/1238/PublicPresentations

Neighborhood Sound Wall Public Meeting
On November 1st, DCM invited Hollywood residents and
elected officials to a virtual public meeting to update the
community on the design status and project features of
the General Obligation Bond Neighborhood Sound Wall
Improvement Project. Residents shared their thoughts
about the project scope and were able to have their
questions addressed by staff. This community meeting
was a key step in the design process and feedback
received is being considered before the team finalizes
the construction drawings. A recording of this meeting
is available on the city website via Community Meeting:
Neighborhood Sound Walls Project-20211101 2206-1
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Tidal Flooding Mitigation and Shoreline Protection Projects
The Tidal Flooding Mitigation and Shoreline Protection Projects are now in the Design Phase. Design concepts
have been developed for tidal barriers to protect twenty-two (22) City-owned parcels around both North
Lake and South Lake. The twenty-two public locations were divided into priorities depending upon need and
urgency. 8 of the 22 were assigned as top priority projects. These projects will make up Phase I of the Tidal
Flooding Mitigation and Shoreline Protection Projects to be constructed by 2025.

HOLLYWOOD EMPLOYEE

Making Strides Against Breast Cancer
Design and Construction Management (DCM) Project Manager,
Karyn Sashi joined 10,000 others to walk at the American Cancer
Society’s “Making Strides Against Breast Cancer” event during Breast
Cancer Awareness Month. The event raises money to support breast
cancer research and programs. Thanks to DCM Director Jose Cortes,
Engineering Support Services Manager Zindy Agredo, Engineer Heather
Guenot, and Karyn’s sister, Karyn was able to raise $195 for the cause.
“It was awe-inspiring to see so many people come together for such
a great cause,” says Sashi. “Walking three miles in a sea of pink outfits
through downtown Fort Lauderdale in a show of support and unity was
very moving.” The event raised over $500,000 for the cause.

City's Comprehensive Plan Update
The Planning and Urban Design Division is
undertaking the rewrite of the City’s Comprehensive
Plan. In the State of Florida, pursuant to Florida
Statutes Chapter 163, municipalities are required
to prepare comprehensive plans establishing
each City’s vision and priorities for the future. The
Plan must be reinforced by tools, strategies, and
initiatives for implementation. The City of Hollywood
Comprehensive Plan was first adopted in 1989 and
the current Plan was adopted in January 2008.
The rewrite will provide staff with an opportunity
to improve and implement goals, policies, and
objectives that are more reflective of Hollywood’s
dynamic growth over the years. The current
Comprehensive Plan can be found on the city's
website, www.hollywoodfl.org.

The plan will provide long-term guidance and
assist with decision making over the next 20 years
regarding managing growth and providing services.
As such, it is expected to reflect the community’s
needs and current conditions; establish a vision for
the future; evaluate and accommodate the current
and anticipated growth; and serve as a guiding
principle for the development of specific priorities,
goals, strategies, and action plans. Throughout
this process City Staff will engage with Hollywood
residents, stakeholders and contributors to ensure
an innovative and dynamic Comprehensive Plan. For
additional questions, please contact the Planning
and Urban Design Division at 954.921.3000 Option
3 or via email at planningdivision@hollywoodfl.org.
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FY2021 Report Card
QUALITY OF LIFE
& STRONG NEIGHBORHOODS

ECONOMIC VITALITY

14,362

126,181

attendance
for all Parks,
Recreation and Cultural Arts
events and programs

building permit applications
processed by staff

88%

Average number of
code inspections
per officer

2,911 people assisted 99%

Average time to
review a site plan:

parks & recreation
attendees satisfied
with City’s programs

through City supported
services and agencies

Number of people
provided workforce
resources

72

of fire alarms
inspected
annually

237

2,007

8 days

entrepreneurship and other businessfocused educational programing 0ffered

100%

All roadway sight
obstruction / hazards
eliminated within

of building
code
inspections completed within
24-Hours of request

24 hours
Our Mission:

A thriving community where quality living is available to all.

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
& ADMINISTRATION

of budgeted
revenue collected

80%

utility bills paid
online or using automatic
payment methods

0.5

2%

10,750

99%

12

EMPLOYEE DEVELOPMENT
& EMPOWERMENT

disbursements
approved and
paid within

7 days

100%

uptime for
computer servers

The lowest workers compensation
claim experience rating amongst

135 cities and counties
who report to the state

sworn police officer vacancy rate

1,267

employees
participated in City
sponsored wellness initiatives

WELLNESS

4,017

employees
completed
compliance training

score of training effectiveness
4.31 average
(5: Outstanding)

2021 Year-End Performance Report
October 2020 - September 2021
INFRASTRUCTURE & FACILITIES

80%

of projects were
on schedule and

100%

completed or
under construction
within 2 years of funding

85%

of engineering/
infrastructure plans
reviewed within 30 days

1.6

billion
gallons of
sewage treated
per month

PUBLIC SAFETY

216,834
676

calls for service
received
per
officer

Number of people tested for
COVID-19 at Boulevard Heights
Community Center

90%

75,685

of complaints to Internal Affairs
answered within 24 hours

699

Less
than

stormwater
pump station
preventative maintenance
inspections per month

2 minutes
average out-of-station
response time for all
emergency incidents

Our Vision:

South Florida’s top city to live, learn, work, invest, and play.

COMMUNICATIONS
& CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

20%

increase in
reach across
City’s social media accounts

RESILIENCE
& SUSTAINABILITY

70

Cost to produce

1,000 gallons of
drinking water:

targeted marketing
campaigns completed
number of website
projects updated

53,415

154

number of people City Manager's
Weekly Report reached via City
website and Facebook

Number of public records requests
submitted by the public

160

$1.05

lights within City facilities
converted to LED

Sustainable

23

sustainability
outreach events
held

of Employees
89%
provided with I.T. Security Training

4,306 4,540

linear feet
of dunes
renovated
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EDUCATION IN
HOLLYWOOD

Broward Education Foundation
Announces 2021 “Hall of Fame Awards” Honorees

The Broward Education Foundation has announced an all-star team of distinguished
Broward County Public Schools alumni for their Publix Super Markets Charities 2021 “Hall
of Fame Awards” presented by Memorial Healthcare System. Congratulations are in
order for recipients of the prestigious Office Depot Education Achievement Award for
their dedication to a career in public education. Honorees with a Hollywood connection
include:
• Mary Barba, assistant director at Sheridan Technical College and
High School and Cooper City High School graduate, class of 1981
Mary Barba

• Debra Hixon, Broward County School Board member and
educator and South Broward High School graduate, class of 1984

“We are continuously inspired by the caliber of our Hall of Fame
honorees and this year’s class is indeed an all-star team,” said Broward Education
Foundation Board Chair Tim Curtin. “Their leadership, passion and commitment to
education and community are exceptional.”
Reminiscent of California’s Hollywood Walk of Fame, Broward’s distinguished alumni will
be honored with a large engraved granite star on the BrightStar Credit Union “Walk of Debra Hixon
Fame” permanently located at the Broward County Public Schools district office, 600 S.E. Third Ave. in Fort
Lauderdale. For more information on all the honorees, please visit browardedfoundation.org

School Choice Application Window for 2022/23 School
Year Open Now Through February 1, 2022
The Broward County Public Schools (BCPS) School Choice application window for the 2022/23 school year
is open now through February 1, 2022. During the School Choice application window, families can apply for
magnet programs, Nova schools and school reassignments, which allows students to attend schools other
than their assigned schools.
Parents and guardians are encouraged to explore the District’s School Choice options by visiting
browardschools.com/schoolchoice and clicking on the “Explore Your Options” icon. Families can access
information by student interest, grade level and individual school name.
This year, parents and guardians will use a new School Choice application system to create a School Choice
Family Dashboard prior to applying. Visit browardschools.com/schoolchoice and click the “Create Family
Dashboard” icon. Once a dashboard is created, families will be able to submit their School Choice applications.
Please note: The 2022/23 application window for the Family Empowerment Scholarship (FES) for Students with
Unique Abilities (formerly known as the John M. McKay Scholarship for Students with Disabilities) for public
schools begins May 2, 2022.
For more information, parents and guardians can contact the Office of School Choice at 754.321.2480 or via
email at schoolchoice@browardschools.com.

Afterschool Supper Program Now Offered at 119 Schools
Broward County Public Schools (BCPS) is now offering its Afterschool Supper Program at 119 schools this
school year, serving nutritious suppers to students. The Supper Program ensures more than 14,500 students
participating in regularly scheduled afterschool educational or enrichment activity programs receive the
nutrition they need to learn and grow. The suppers are funded through the federal Child Care Food Program,
which provides healthy meals in the childcare setting. Meals meet all USDA requirements. The meals are
made available at no additional charge to students participating in afterschool programs, regardless of race,
color, national origin, sex, age or disability.
Mulitiple Hollywood schools are included. To learn more about the program, please visit www.browardschools.
com and search "Aftercare Supper Program."

Want your school featured in New Horizons? Send us an email at
publicaffairs@hollywoodfl.org and tell us what’s happening at your school!
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Parks
make life better!

PARKS, RECREATION
& CULTURAL ARTS

Spotlight on Rotary Park Softball
Rotary Softball is dedicated to teaching girls softball skills, teamwork, having a positive attitude, but most
of all, having fun and making new friends. Girls ages 7-14 are invited to sign-up for the season that begins
in mid-January and runs through early May. The cost is $145 per player for City of Hollywood residents.
Registration begins early January. For more information, please visit www.rotarysoftball.com and click the
button I WANT TO PLAY!

AQUATICS
Driftwood
Aquatic Complex
3000 N. 69th Avenue

SWIM LESSONS
Learn To Swim

Levels: Age 6 months through Adults
All levels may not be available every session
• Parent & Child (Age 6 mos – 3 years
must be accompanied by adult)
• Pre-School Aquatics
(Age 4 & 5)
• Learn-to-Swim. Levels I-V
(Age 6 & up)
• Adults (17 or older)
• Adaptive Aquatics (Children with special needs)
(Must be accompanied by an adult)
Schedule:
Evenings - Mon - Thurs (2 days a week/4 weeks)
4 pm, 5 pm, 6 pm & 7 pm
Jan 18 – Jan 31 (Mon – Thurs.)
Feb 7 – Feb 17 (Mon – Thurs.)

Saturdays - (6 weeks, 1 hour classes) 10 am & 11 am
Parent & Child, Preschool Aquatics, Adult & Adaptive Course
Jan 15 – Feb 19
Fees:

$44 Session Only Major Credit Cards Accepted
Register online at www.hollywoodfl.org/swim
FREE WI-FI

SWIM LESSONS
Aqua Zumba

Aqua Zumba® blends the Zumba® philosophy with water
resistance, for one pool party you shouldn't miss! There is less
impact on your joints during an Aqua Zumba® class so you
can really let loose. Water creates natural resistance, which
means every step is more challenging and helps tone your
muscles. It’s the moves of Zumba, it’s the music of Zumba….
just not as fast because you are in the water. It truly is a POOL
PARTY… don’t miss this great workout and the best way to
start YOUR weekend!

Swim Team

Since 2001, Dolphin Aquatic Swim School has been training
competitive swimmers. We count with certified A.S.C.A.
coaches that will train every candidate to reach their highest
potential as they compete throughout South Florida. Our
training center is located at Driftwood Community Pool in
Hollywood, where we invite the community to come out, give
us a try and take advantage of a rewarding program for just
$70 a month.
Training is Monday through Thursday from 4:30 pm to 6pm
plus Saturday morning.
Please call 954.651.0706 and ask for Coach Ed for
registrations.

Water Smart Broward
FREE Learn-to-Swim Coupon

The Children’s Services Council of Broward County has
partnered with Broward County’s SWIM Central program
to provide a coupon to help off-set the cost of swimming
instruction. The coupon is redeemable for a Free Learn-toSwim Course at Driftwood Community Pool.
• The child must be between the ages of 6 mos & 4 yrs
• Each child will need own coupon (one coupon per yr)
• Broward County residents only
Please apply at www.watersmartbroward.org
Please be aware of the following COVID-19 Program/Facility
Modifications:
•
•
•
•

Participants only inside facility.
Physical distancing required at all times.
Facial coverings must be worn outside of water.
Temperature check for employees and patrons required
before entry into facility.
• Pool capacity and programming is limited.

OPEN/LAP SWIM
Open Swim

Mon - Thurs 1 - 4 pm
Closed on weekends Until March 2022
Only Major Credit Cards Accepted.

Adult Lap Swim

Times starting on February 24:
Mon - Thurs 1 - 4 pm
Closed on weekends Until March 2022
Only Major Credit Cards Accepted.

The Driftwood Community Pool programming includes: Swim Central, open swim, adult lap swim and swim lessons.
For registration and other information about the aquatics program, please call 954.967.4644 or
email aquatics@hollywoodfl.org.

It’s Happening in Hollywood CITY & SPECIAL
EVENTS
As we continue to welcome some events back to the City of Hollywood, we
encourage those attending to do so safely. CDC recommends unvaccinated
individuals continue wearing masks in public settings and when around people
who don’t live in your household. Remember, clean your hands often and if
you're not feeling well, please stay home. We look forward to bringing more
events back to our community.
Saturday, December 11
Christmas Near the Beach Holiday Show
Christmas Near the Beach is your
Hometown Christmas. Since 2007, this
free event draws thousands each year to
enjoy up-and-coming artists from South
Florida.
ArtsPark at Young Circle
7 p.m. • FREE
Sunday, January 16
MLK Concert Celebration
ArtsPark at Young Circle
7 p.m. • FREE
Sunday, February 6
Rhythm Foundation Concert
ArtsPark at Young Circle
7 p.m. • FREE

Join us as we celebrate you and what makes you proud
of living, working and/or playing in Hollywood, Florida.
The My Hollywood Pride one-day street fair is taking
place on Saturday, January 22, 2022 from 1:00 p.m. to
9:00 p.m. on the 1900 block of Hollywood Boulevard in
downtown Hollywood. Fun activities for all ages as local
businesses coming out in support of diversity, equity and
inclusion. Live musical entertainment, LGBTQ+ films, open
discussions, cultural exhibits, educational displays and
more. In the evening, local performers will entertain as
you mix and mingle and enjoy a fun, festive atmosphere.
Later, the event moves indoors and the party continues
as we celebrate what makes Hollywood unique, and a
place for everyone! My Hollywood Pride is hosted by the
Hollywood LGBTQ+ Council, admission is free. To register
your in-person attendance please visit www.eventbrite.
com/e/my-hollywood-pride-tickets-175846490587

Weekly/Monthly Events

FRIDAYS

Every Friday Night
ARTSPARK MOVIE NIGHT
Bring a picnic basket and blanket or lawn
chair for a family-friendly movie in the
ArtsPark under the stars.
For movie listings, check the calendar
at www.hollywoodfl.org.
8 pm ArtsPark at Young Circle
FREE • 954.921.3500

SATURDAYS
3rd Saturday of each month
ARTWALK
Visit restaurants, galleries & shops while
enjoying art, music, murals, outdoor markets & more!
6 – 11 pm in Downtown Hollywood
FREE • 954.921.3016 • www.FloridasHollywood.org/ArtWalk

SUNDAYS
1st Sunday of each month
DREAM CAR CLASSIC CAR SHOW
Hollywood Blvd in Downtown Hollywood
10 am - 2 pm
FREE Admission • Vehicle Registration $20
954.825.1027 or
www.CobraJoeProductions.com

Welcome to Kay Gaither Community Center. Kay Gaither
Community Center is in the heart of our Beverly Park
Community. Community Centers are a safe place in the
community to host events, programs and activities. Kay
Gaither Community Center offers a variety of programs
including open basketball, Girls Scout and M.O.S.T.
Aftercare. Our basketball courts are open Monday through
Thursday from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Girl Scout Troop #10410
meets every Monday (except Holidays) from 6:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. M.O.S.T. aftercare takes place from 2 p.m. to 6
p.m. with pick up from Orangebrook Elementary and West
Hollywood Elementary. Kay Gaither Community Center is
also available to rent for birthday parties, baby showers
and many more events. The facility can accommodate up
to 75 people comfortably with tables and chairs. Be a part
of Kay Gaither Community Center and make recreational
memories!

Administrative Office - PRCA
1405 S 28 Avenue - 954.921.3404
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ART AND CULTURE CENTER
Winter Happenings

The Art and Culture Center/Hollywood is
thrilled to announce after-school programing
for the performing arts is returning with Stage
Kids and Encore!
Starting on the evening of Tuesday, February 8,
2022, students ages 7-16 will be back on stage
performing a variety of musical selections ranging
from popular hits to Broadway classics. In May, the
two classes will come together alongside private
lesson students for a culminating performance for
family, friend and the community.

are encouraged to put a unique twist on gift-giving
by creating their own homemade wrapping paper.
Free Arts! Family Days is proudly supported by a
General Agency grant from the City of Hollywood
and by PNC Arts Alive.

If the visual arts are your child’s passion, afterschool
ARTastic Artists will kick-off the spring session in
February with a weekly class for ages 6-10. Over
the course of eight sessions, your artist will learn
skills and techniques while diving into larger
project-based art. The session will conclude with
an exhibition and reception for the community. For
more information, please visit artandculturecenter.
org/education.
Area artists address Black experiences with three
exhibitions
The Art and Culture Center/Hollywood invites you to
visit three powerful exhibitions through February 27,
2022. Introspective: A Reckoning of the Soul, curated
by Marie Vickles with Center Curator Meaghan Kent,
presents the work of 18 South Florida artists who
encourage us to collectively pause and look deeper
into ourselves during this pivotal moment of social
change.
The project also includes a site-specific installation
by award-winning Miami-based artist Chire
Regans (aka VantaBlack) I felt your gaze upon me,
I knew you were watching. Regans’ drawings and
installations are dedicated to community advocacy
and activism.
Free admission every third Sunday of the month
during Free Arts! Family Days
Enjoy free admission from noon to 4 p.m. on the third
Sunday of every month at Free Arts! Family Days.
Each month, Free Arts! Family Days explores a new
theme through a S.T.E.A.M. (science, technology,
engineering, art and math) lens, giving families
time to interact and create something inspired by
the topic of the month. Activities are designed to be
accessible for young visitors while also engaging
the young at heart. Join us on Sunday, December
19th for the “Wrap Up 2021” event, where participants

Also, in partnership with Oolite Arts, the Center
presents On Memory and the Radical Black
Imagination, a solo exhibition by Miami-based
artist T. Eliott Mansa. The work of Mansa sources
and articulates ritual practices from West African,
Caribbean, and Southern religious and vernacular
sculptural traditions as he incorporates everyday
materials often used as roadside memorials.
The Center is open Tuesday to Friday from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. and Saturday - Sunday from noon to 4 p.m.
please visit www.artandculturecenter.org for more
information.

Visit www.hollywoodfl.org for
Updates on ArtsPark Studio Openings
GLASSBLOWING STUDIO
www.HollywoodHotGlass.com

JEN CLAY TEXTILE &
ANIMATION ARTIST STUDIO
www.jenlynnclay.com

JEWELRY MAKING STUDIO
Call Esther at 305.450.5125
for more information
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PUBLIC SAFETY
Thanking the
Community for Support
The Hollywood Police Department thanks the
community for its support after the passing of
Hollywood Police Lieutenant John Graham and
Police Officer Yandy Chirino.
On October 18, 2021, Hollywood Police Officer Yandy
Chirino made the ultimate sacrifice and died
protecting the City while responding to a call.
Officer Chirino was 28 years old and had been with
the Hollywood Police Department since 2017. In just
the short time he was with the Department, he was
recognized multiple times for his outstanding work
ethic. Officer Chirino received five commendations
and was Officer of the Month in June 2020. Officer
Chirino will be remembered for his selfless actions
and sacrifice. He gave his life honorably and without
hesitation, protecting those he served.

News & Tips

Derelict Vessel Update
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Officer Yandy Chirino

Lieutenant John Graham

The Department is also deeply saddened at the
unexpected passing of Lieutenant John Graham. Lt.
Graham devoted his life to public service as a member
of the United States Marine Corps from 1996-2000 and
as a Hollywood Police Officer for 20 years.
Lt. Graham was a platoon leader in the Police
Academy, and served for 15 years on the Hollywood
Police SWAT team where he held the title of Operator,
Team Leader, Assistant Commander, Sniper,
Explosive Breacher, and Rapel Master. Lt. Graham
became a Sergeant in June 2013 and was promoted
to Lieutenant in 2018. He was recognized many times
for his leadership at the Department. Lt. Graham was
named Officer of the Month in December 2007, and
he received 24 letters from the community detailing
his hard work, 12 Supervisor Commendations, and a
Unit Citation.

In the last twelve months
•
16 derelict vessels have been removed from Hollywood waterways
•
123 various vessel complaints have been received
•
35 at-risk citations have been issued
•
City vendor Grady has removed 90% of the barge from South Cove
•
Grady has removed the 45’ sailboat from 5500 N. Ocean Drive
•
Marine Officer Marren is coordinating a propulsion test with the owners of two vessels in North Lake
to determine their status
•
There are approximately 40 vessels anchored in North Lake at this time that are not derelict or at-risk
Enforcement of Dinghy Restrictions on Use of Public Property - HMO 98.033:
•
Notice signs have been posted around the Polk Street Marina, Holland Park, North and South Cove.
•
Vessel parking enforcement is ongoing at the Polk Street Marina and North and South Cove.
•
Two vessels are scheduled for removal from North Cove with the assistance of Broward Parks and
Recreation.
•
Eleven citations have been issued to vessel owners refusing to comply with the new City Ordinance.

Holiday Help for Hollywood Families
The holidays are full of joy, excitement, and splendor, but for some it
can be a financially challenging time. Each year the Hollywood Police
Department comes together during the holiday season to try to
make a difference and bring joy to those in need. The Department’s
School Resource Officers are continuing the annual Adopt a Family
for Thanksgiving tradition by donating thousands of dollars to help
make the holiday festive for those who have fallen on hard times.
This year School Resource Officers, along with assistance from
school guidance counselors identified and adopted approximately
45 families. Each family received a Thanksgiving dinner, complete
with turkey, stuffing, pies, side dishes, and all the fixings. Funding
for this program comes from individual Officers and support staff
donations.

The holiday gift giving continues with the annual Shop with a Cop
and Toy Drive events. Due to CDC guidelines there are a few changes this year, but the overall goal remains
the same – to help bring joy to children this holiday season. Our School Resource Officers have selected 25
well-deserving children to receive gift cards and taken on a Christmas shopping excursion to Walmart with
the Officers. The children were selected by their respected School Resource Officers and Guidance Counselors
based on community service, academics and their overall involvement within their respective schools.
In years past, the Department visited Joe DiMaggio Children’s Hospital to distribute toys, however this year due
to COVID-19 visitation guidelines, the distribution will be to children who may not have been able to receive a
gift this holiday season. The kids will not only receive gifts, but will receive them from a Hollywood Police Officer
who is not only promising to keep them safe, but who is also bringing them a little joy in the form of a toy for
the holidays.

Update from Fire Rescue & Beach Safety

Hollywood Fire Rescue is excited to be able to participate in Christmas celebrations once again. This year
Hollywood Fire Rescue and Beach Safety is participating in the annual Pat Hobbs Kids Christmas Celebration.
Our station 45 Fire Engine and Crew will be stopping by the celebration on Saturday December 18th to collect
toys and gifts for distribution throughout the community. The children are always excited to see the fire truck
with lights and sirens, take an up-close tour of the unit and have their photo taken with real firefighters and
the Engine.

Congratulations to Guts & Grit Award Winner Division
Chief Simon Serrao
Hollywood Fire Rescue Division Chief Simon Serrao was recently awarded the “Guts & Grit Award” at the Greater
Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce “Perspectives on Florida’s Healthcare Excellence in Healthcare Awards”
ceremony at the Signature Grand in Davie.
Chief Serrao was nominated by the Department’s Medical Director, Doctor
Randy Katz. As Division Chief of EMS in the City, Chief Serrao has continually
proven his guts and grit throughout his career serving the South Florida
Community. Chief Serrao began as a Firefighter/Paramedic for the City of
Hollywood in 2005, where he quickly rose through the ranks to his current
position serving as the Assistant Division Chief. Chief Serrao’s responsibilities
includes working with training officers and firefighters to deliver the best
possible information and skills to a membership of 232 sworn personnel.
Chief Serrao has created programs for patients in Cardiac and Pulmonary
Rehab and has worked tirelessly with those injured on the job.
Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, Chief Serrao played an instrumental
role in adapting new protocols and sharing critical information with the
team in an effort to keep personnel safe. To preempt the personal protective
equipment (PPE) shortage, Chief Serrao recommended reusable P100
respirators with replaceable filters, thereby creating greater protections
Hollywood
and ensuring a vital supply of PPE.

Fire Rescue Training/
EMS Division Chief James Russo and
Prior to the pandemic, Chief Serrao coordinated joint training exercises Training/EMS Assistant Division Chief
with Memorial Hospital for active shooter drills and simulated pediatric Simon Serrao

drownings. One of Chief Serrao’s most important accomplishments was
increasing the “Return Of Spontaneous Circulation” grades after cardiac arrest from 23% to 67%. While the
national average is 45%, the Chief studied data from team software looking for areas where improvements
could be made. He then developed an intense training program to improve efficiencies. By improving the
grades, patients are able to receive continued care at the hospital with better neurological outcomes.
In 2020, Chief Serrao received a commendation from Hollywood Fire Rescue and Beach Safety for routinely
going above and beyond his job duties. “Chief Serrao is the most valuable player on the EMS team for the City
of Hollywood,” Dr. Katz said.
Chief Serrao is a veteran of the US Navy who holds a bachelor’s degree in Education from the University of
Central Florida and a master’s degree from Florida Atlantic University in Exercise Physiology. He is a father
to seven who, along with his wife, is involved in several non-profits organizations and community volunteer
activities.
21

BE
IN
THE
KNOW.
BE
IN
THE
KNOW.
BE IN THE KNOW.

The Greater Hollywood Chamber of Commerce
LaunchesThe
‘Live.
Love. Hollywood
Local.’ Campaign
- Promoting
Local Businesses
Greater
Chamber
of Commerce
Launches The
‘Live.
Love. Local.’
Campaign
- Promoting
Local Businesses
Greater
Hollywood
Chamber
of Commerce
The Greater Hollywood Chamber of Commerce
In addition to driving views and engagement to
Launches
‘Live.
Love.
Local.’
CampaignIn -GHCC
Promoting
Local
Businesses
The
Greater
Hollywood
Chamber
ofconsumers
(GHCC)
launches
its ‘Live.
Love.of
Local.’
marketing
Members,
encouraging
The
Greater
Hollywood
Chamber
Commerce
addition
to drivingand
views
and engagement
to to

Commerce Launches
'Live. Love. Local.' Campaign

.NOITACIFITON RENNAB MORF KNIL PAT .EDOC RQ NO SUCOF OT PAT .AREMAC ENOHP NEPO
.NOITACIFITON RENNAB MORF KNIL PAT .EDOC RQ NO SUCOF OT PAT .AREMAC ENOHP NEPO
.NOITACIFITON RENNAB MORF KNIL PAT .EDOC RQ NO SUCOF OT PAT .AREMAC ENOHP NEPO

campaign
whichitsencourages
to support local
purchase
goodsand
andencouraging
services, ‘Live.
Love. Local’
(GHCC)
launches
‘Live. Love.patrons
Local.’ marketing
GHCC
Members,
consumers
to
The
Greater
Hollywood
Chamber
of
Commerce
In
addition
to
driving
views
and
engagement
businesses
by
using
its
GHCC
Member
Directory.
expresses
the
pride
our
community
has
into
campaign which encourages patrons to support local
purchase goods and services, ‘Live. Love. Local’
(GHCC)
launches
its ‘Live.
Love. Member
Local.’ marketing
GHCC
Members,
andour
encouraging
to
supporting
that
value consumers
local
businesses
by using
its GHCC
Directory.
expresses
the initiatives
pride
community
has businesses.
in
campaign
whichLocal.’
encourages
patrons tofrom
support
localto
purchase
goods
and
services,
‘Live.
Love.
Local’
‘Live. Love.
urges everyone
citizens
supporting initiatives that value local businesses.
businesses
by
using its
GHCC
Member
Directory.
expresses
the pridehere
ourand
community
hasfriends
into GHCC
major
companies
to
reroute
spending
and
support
“Thetointention
is
toengagement
urge our
and
‘Live.
Love.
Local.’
urges
everyone
from
citizens
to
In addition
driving views
The
Greater
Hollywood
Chamber
of
Commerce
(GHCC)
supporting
initiatives
that
value
local
businesses.
businesses
the
greater
Hollywood
area
localcompanies
neighbors
tohere
support
local
and
Members,
and encouraging
to purchase
launched
its ‘Live. Love.
Local.’
marketing
campaign
major
toinreroute
spending
and
support
“The
intention
is toconsumers
urgebusinesses
our friends
andlift our
‘Live.
Love.
Local.’
urges
everyone
from
citizens
goods
and services,
‘Live.
Love.
Local’ CEO
expresses
which
encourages
patrons
to support
local
businesses
through
prioritizing
Members.
economy,”
says
Marie
Suarez,
of the
Greater
businesses
in
theGHCC
greater
Hollywood
area to
local
neighbors
to support
local
businesses
and
liftthe
our
pride
our
community
has
in
supporting
initiatives
that
by using
its GHCC to
Member
Directory.
major
companies
reroute
spending
and
support
“The
intention
here
is
to
urge
our
friends
and
of Commerce.
“By
promoting
Hollywood
Chamber
through prioritizing GHCC Members.
economy,”
says
Marie
Suarez,
CEO
of
the
Greater
local businesses.
businesses
in the greater
Hollywood
areaMember value
localGHCC
neighbors
to Chamber
support
local
businesses
andpromoting
lift
ourLocal’
has branded
its promotion
of their
our Member
Directory
under
the ‘Live.
Love.
of Commerce.
“By
Hollywood
‘Live. Love. Local.’
urges everyone
from citizens
to major
through
prioritizing
GHCC
Members.
economy,”
says
Marie
Suarez,
CEO
of
the
Greater
Directory
its ‘Live.
Love. Local’
The
brand,
we will
driving
engagement
toward
our
“The our
intention
here
is tobe
urge
our friends
and neighbors
companies
toasreroute
and
support
local
GHCC
has branded
itsspending
promotion
ofcampaign.
their
Member
Member
Directory
under
the ‘Live.
Love.
Local’
of
Commerce.
“By
promoting
Hollywood
Chamber
to
support
local
businesses
and
lift
our
economy,”
says
businesses
in
the
greater
Hollywood
area
through
Greater
Hollywood
Chamber
of
Commerce
is
well
membership
and
showcasing
to
our
community
Directory as its ‘Live. Love. Local’ campaign. The
brand, we will be driving engagement toward our
Marie
Suarez,
CEO
of the
Greater
Chamber
prioritizing
GHCC
GHCC
hasHollywood
branded
its
promotion
of their Member
our
Member
Directory
under Hollywood
the
‘Live.
Love.
Local’
positioned
forMembers.
this
campaign
its Member
what
our
local
businesses
have
to community
offer.”
Greater
Chamber
of because
Commerce
is well
membership
and
showcasing
our
of brand,
Commerce.
“Bybe
promoting
our to
Member
Directory
Directory
as
its
‘Live.
Love.
Local’
campaign.
The
we
will
driving
engagement
toward
our
Directory
is athis
fullcampaign
service
resource
find
businesses under
positioned
for
because
its
Member
what
local
businesses
havewe
to will
offer.”
the our
‘Live.
Love.
Local’ brand,
be driving
GHCC
has branded
its promotion
of to
their
Member
Greater
Hollywood
Chamber
ofcampaign.
Commerce
isGreater
well
membership
and our
showcasing
to
our
community
Though
many
businesses,
particularly
smaller ones,
across
all
GHCC
Member
Directory,
engagement
toward
membership
and showcasing
Directory
as
‘Live.
Love. The
Local’
Directory
isitsaindustries.
full service
resource
to
findThe
businesses
positioned
for
this
campaign
because
its
Member
what
our
local
businesses
have
to
offer.”
to
our
community
what
our
local
businesses
have
Hollywood
Chamber
of
Commerce
is
well
positioned
is
the
have
struggled
throughout
the
COVID-19
which
features
all
active
GHCC
Members,
Though many businesses, particularly smaller to
ones,
across all industries. The GHCC Member Directory,
offer.” pandemic, “we have the tools, the location and the
for this
campaign
because
its
Member
Directory
is a full
Directory
is
a
full
service
resource
to
find
businesses
premiere
place
to
find
reputable
and
engaged
is
the
have
struggled
throughout
the
COVID-19
which
features
all
active
GHCC
Members,
serviceall
resource
to find
businesses
across all
industries.
Though
many
businesses,
particularly
smallerOur
ones,
across
industries.
The
GHCC
Member
Directory,
businesses
within
our
community.
‘Live.
Love. Local.’Though
growth
potential
continue
to smaller
recover.
premiere
place
to Directory,
find
reputable
engaged
pandemic,
“we
havetothe
tools, the
location
and
the
many businesses,
particularly
ones,
The
GHCC Member
whichand
features
all active
is
the
have
struggled
throughout
the
COVID-19
which
features
all
active
GHCC
Members,
thrives
when
you
support
a
chamber
prompts
our
community
to
rethink
how
they
do
organization
businesses
within
ourpremiere
community.
Love.
Local.’ havegrowth
potential
to continue
to recover.
Our
struggled
throughout
the COVID-19
pandemic,
GHCC
Members,
is the
place‘Live.
to find
reputable
premiere
place
to how
find reputable
andcommunity.
engaged
“wethrives
have
the
tools,
the
location
andanthe
member,”
says
Suarez,
who
has
also apotential
been
business,
they
change
their
“wepandemic,
have
the tools,
the
location
and
the
growth
and
engaged
businesses
within
our
when
you
support
chamber
prompts
ourand
community
tocan
rethink
how
theybusiness
do‘Live.
organization
businesses
within
our
community.
‘Live.
Love.
Local.’
growth
potential
to
continue
to
recover.
Our
to
continue
to
recover.
Our
organization
thrives
Love.
Local.’
prompts
our
community
to
rethink
how
advocatesays
for several
municipal
model to
support
local
businesses.
From
individuals
member,”
Suarez, supportive
who has also
been when
anprograms
business,
and
how they
can
change their
business
you
support
a
chamber
member,”
says
Suarez,
who
theyfinding
do our
business,
and
how
they
can
change
their
thrives
when
you
support
a chamber
prompts
community
to
rethink
how
they
do
organization
including
the
City of
Hollywood’s
Micro-Enterprise
Realtorslocal
and staycation
spots
toindividuals
commercial
advocate
for
several
supportive
municipal
programs
model
to
support
businesses.
From
hasmember,”
also been
an Suarez,
advocate
for
several
supportive
business and
model
tothey
support
local businesses.
From
says
who
has
also
been
an
business,
how
can
change
their
business
Small
Business
Assistance
and Temporary
buyers
seeking
contractors
RFPs
the
GHCC
including
the City
of Hollywood’s
Micro-Enterprise
finding
Realtors
staycation
spots
to -commercial
municipal
programs
including
the Program
City of
Hollywood’s
individuals
findingand
Realtors
andand
staycation
spots
to
advocate
for several
supportive
municipal
programs
model
toseeking
support
local
From
individuals
CaféBusiness
Zone
Expansion
Program,
and
Supporter
Member
Directory
isbusinesses.
used
as aRFPs
valuable
guide
to local
Micro-Enterprise
Small
Business
Assistance
Program
commercial
buyers
seeking
contractors
RFPs
- the
Small
Assistance
Program
andthe
Temporary
buyers
contractors
and
-and
the
GHCC
including
the
City
of
Hollywood’s
Micro-Enterprise
finding
Realtors
and
staycation
spots
to
commercial
and
Temporary
Café
Zone
Expansion
Program,
and Fort
GHCC
Member
Directory
is
used
as
a
valuable
guide
to
business.
of
Broward
(SOB)
campaign
from
the
Greater
Café Zone Expansion Program, and the Supporter
Member Directory is used as a valuable guide to local
theSmall
Supporter
of Broward
(SOB)
campaign
from the
local business.
Business
Assistance
Program
and
Temporary
buyers
seeking
contractors
and
RFPs
the
GHCC
Lauderdale
Alliance.
business.
of Broward
(SOB) campaign
Fort
Lauderdale
Alliance. from the Greater Fort
Café
Zone
Expansion
Member Directory is used as a valuable guide to local Greater
Lauderdale
Alliance.Program, and the Supporter
business.
of Broward
(SOB)
campaign
from
Greater
From media
social
media
posts
to QRthe
Codes
withFort
strategic
From social
posts to
QR Codes
with strategic
Lauderdale
Alliance.
marketing
partners,
the
campaign
can
be
seen
via
the
campaign
can
be
seen
via
marketing
partners,
5m ago
REMINDER
From social media posts to QR Codes with strategic
bright, bright,
creativecreative
bannerbanner
ads and
asand
a component
of
ads
as
a
component
theiscampaign
canthe
beuse
seenofvia of
marketing
partners,
5m ago
REMINDER
all From
chamber
events.
GHCC
promoting
social
media
posts
to
QR
Codes
with
strategic
all
chamber
events.
GHCC
is
promoting
the use
Support local businesses!
bright, creative
banner
ads
and
as a component
of of
#LiveLoveLocal
to help
support
the
initiative.
the
campaign
can
be
seen
via
marketing
partners,
5m ago
REMINDER
#LiveLoveLocal
to
help
support
the
initiative.
all chamber events. GHCC is promoting the use of
Support
local businesses!
Visit hollywoodchamber.org.
bright,
creative
banner
and
a component
To support
#LiveLoveLocal
-ads
you
canas
search
the GHCCof
#LiveLoveLocal
to help
support
the
initiative.
Visit
hollywoodchamber.org.
#LiveLoveLocal
all chamber
events.
GHCC
is
promoting
useorthe
of
Member
Directory
by
entering
keywords,
categories,
Support
local businesses!
To support #LiveLoveLocal - you canthe
search
names
of
businesses.
#LiveLoveLocal
to
help
support
the
initiative.
#LiveLoveLocal
Member
Directory- by
keywords,
Visit hollywoodchamber.org.
ToGHCC
support
#LiveLoveLocal
youentering
can search
the
categories,
or
names
of
businesses.
GHCC
Member
Directory
by
entering
keywords,
From real estate to hospitality to IT and contractors: Find
#LiveLoveLocal
Tocategories,
support
- you can search the
whatever
you’re#LiveLoveLocal
looking
for of
at businesses.
-hollywoodchamber.org
or names
GHCC
Member
Directory
by
entering
From real estate to hospitality
to ITkeywords,
and contractors:
categories,
or
names
of
businesses.
Find
whatever
you’re
looking
for
at
From real estate to hospitality to IT and contractors:
hollywoodchamber.org
Find
whatever you’re looking for at From
real estate to hospitality to IT and contractors:
hollywoodchamber.org
Find whatever you’re looking for at hollywoodchamber.org

22

LEATHERBACK SEA TURTLES

Break Local Nesting Records

Biologists with the Broward County Sea Turtle Conservation Program (BCSTCP) were busy this year
monitoring South Florida beaches for sea turtle nests. Preliminary nest counts report that 2,795 nests were
documented in 2021 in the County (not including the Dr. Von D. Mizell-Eula Johnson State Park). Among the
nests were 2,287 loggerhead nests, 429 green turtle nests and a local record of 79 leatherback nests.
Sea turtle nesting season is March 1-October 31 each
year. The BCSTCP has been monitoring the County's
beaches for sea turtle activity since 1981 with longterm trends showing an increase in nesting through
time. Historically, nesting patterns suggested that 2021
should have been a high nesting year for green sea
turtles (this species typically nests in an alternating
pattern of high and low years), but leatherbacks took
local biologists by surprise. The record nearly doubles
the number of nests since the last record year in 2012
with 46 leatherback nests.
Each coastal municipality in Broward County has
a beachfront lighting ordinance. Most generally
requiring property owners to turn off their lights from
sunset to sunrise during sea turtle nesting season.
Visit the City’s website to review the City’s Charter, Chapter 108: Lighting Requirements for Marine Turtle
Protection.
Plastic pollution can also pose a threat to sea turtles. Plastic bags and balloons resemble jellyfish, a
common food source for all species of turtle swimming in Florida waters. Large pieces of plastic break down
into smaller pieces which hatchling turtles consume. In the City of Hollywood single-use plastics and foam
are prohibited on Hollywood Beach, at City Parks and City facilities. The City also has a prohibition on the
intential release of baloons. To help reduce the amount of plastic in the environment, remember these tips:
• Do not release balloons
• Use a reusable cup or bottle
• Skip the straw or use a stainless steel/glass straw
• Use reusable shopping bags
Remember, the ocean and beaches are connected to our waterways and if you make better choices our
sea turtle population and other wildlife can continue to thrive.

IT'S MANATEE SEASON

Boaters Use Caution

Manatee season began in November and runs through March 31.
Seasonal manatee protection zone speed limits are now in effect.
As air and water temperatures drop, manatees begin moving
south toward warmer water. The Broward County Environmental
Planning and Community Resilience Division cautions boaters
to be on the lookout for greater numbers of manatees moving
into our waterways and to adhere to seasonal boating speed
zones. Boaters are reminded to observe the following manatee
protection procedures:
• Inspect waters adjacent to berths/vessels before arriving/
leaving dockside to ensure manatees are not the area.
• Allow time to accommodate for idle-speed and slow-speed
conditions for vessel arrival/departure.
• Plan ahead to allocate ample time for your trip to comply with all speed regulations.
• Coordinate with the Port Everglades Harbormaster's Office
• Use the free “I Spy a Manatee” mobile app to report sightings of manatees and to view state-regulated
manatee protection and boating safety zones
The I Spy app also allows you to share your location and photos and report any injured manatees to The
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. Download the app from the Google Play Store or the
Apple App Store and learn more about manatees at Broward.org/manatees.
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City of Hollywood Earns Perfect Score in
2021 LGBTQ+ Municipal Equality Index
The City of Hollywood received a perfect score of 100
on the Human Rights Campaign (HRC) Foundation’s
2021 Municipal Equality Index (MEI). The MEI examines
how inclusive municipal laws, polices and services are
of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer+ people
(LGBTQ+) who live and work there. Cities are rated
based on non-discrimination laws, the municipality
as an employer, municipal services, law enforcement
and leadership on LGBTQ+ equity. View Hollywood’s
scorecard and the 2021 MEI full report at www.hollywoodfl.
org under City News.
The City of Hollywood joins 110 other cities across the
U.S. that earned perfect scores, including nine others in
Florida – Fort Lauderdale, Oakland Park, Wilton Manors,
West Palm Beach, Orlando, Tampa, Tallahassee, St.
Petersburg, and Wellington.
The HRC scored the City on LGBTQ+ focused activities in five categories – non-discrimination laws, municipality
as employer, municipal services, law enforcement, and leadership on LGBTQ+ equality. Examples of City
initiatives that contributed to the perfect MEI score include:
•
•
•

•

•

•
•
•
•

City Contractor Non-discrimination Ordinance
Appointed an LGBTQ+ Liaison in the City
Manager's Office
In recognition of PRIDE Month (June), the City and
the LGBTQ+ Council held a Progress Pride flag
raising ceremony at City Hall. The flag flew over
City Hall for the month of June
Todd Delmay, President of the LGBTQ+ Council,
Franchesca D’Amore and Jeff Rusnack from the
Arts and Culture Center joined the City's June 3,
2021 Director’s Meeting for a special screening of
the short film “Open Dialogues Stories from the
LGBT Community,” followed by a discussion by all
in attendance
LGBTQ+ Resource Guide was supplied to all
employees, and posted on the employee
intranet site. Human Resource staff also advised
employees via email that the City's health insurance administrator has resources available and links to
such were posted on the employee intranet site
Information on Lesbian Visibility Day, National Transgender HIV Testing Day and National Youth HIV/Aids
Awareness Day were posted to the City's main social media sites
Resolution R-2019-265 was passed that denounces hate and supports measures to combat
discrimination, bigotry and extremism
Resolution R-2021-132 was passed which recognizes and embraces our diverse cultural and ideological
history and welcomes residents and visitors of all backgrounds and beliefs
Work continues with Todd Delmay, President of the LGBTQ+ Council to review current Procurement
Ordinance to make more clear our inclusivity intent as well as other City Code Chapters, in particular
Chapter 96, Human Rights; Housing Discrimination.

The 2021 MEI rated 506 municipalities of varying sizes drawn from every state in the nation. These include the 50
state capitals, the 200 largest cities in the United States, the five largest cities or municipalities in each state, the
cities home to the state’s two largest public universities (including undergraduate and graduate enrollment),
75 cities and municipalities that have high proportions of same-sex couples and 98 cities selected by HRC and
Equality Federation state groups members and supporters. Municipalities were rated on 49 criteria covering
citywide non-discrimination protections, policies for municipal employees, city services, law enforcement, and
the city’s leadership on LGBTQ+ equality. The 2021 MEI shattered records, including the number of perfect scores,
and the highest average city score; it demonstrated growth in every region of the country; and it showed that
regardless of what’s happening in state legislatures, local leaders understand the ongoing need to ensure that
the people in their communities are safe, seen, and served.
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HOLLYWOOD MARINA
MASTER PLAN UNDERWAY

We Want to Hear From You

To date, almost 400 residents, business owners, boaters and other
stakeholders have participated in multiple public input sessions to
help develop the City’s Marina Master Plan. The Plan will serve as
a comprehensive guide for future in-water and landside capital
improvement investment projects. The Plan will address public
launching sites, dry slip parking, wet slip dockage, competitive
docking feeds, ADA accessibility enhancements, traffic, public safety
concerns, the public Right-of-Way, and a unified shoreline. All are
encouraged to visit the Hollywood Marina Master Plan website at
www.PlanHollywoodFLMarina.com. There you can learn more about
the plan, subscribe to eblasts to be notified of plan updates during
key milestones in the planning process and to submit your suggestions via the online survey. The Marina
Master Plan website will continue to be updated throughout the planning process. Take an active role in
your community, visit www.PlanHollywoodFLMarina.com and stay up-to-date today.
The Marina Master Plan team would like to thank the community for participating in the first and second
round of public input sessions. The sessions were an important opportunity for the team to hear from the
public on what their suggestions, concerns and ideas are for the project and to present concepts for the
Plan.

NEIGHBORHOOD TRAFFIC CALMING
MEASURES PROPOSED

Community Support Required

The City of Hollywood is applying for a grant to install traffic calming measures, such as speed tables and
traffic circles, at identified, high traffic locations City-wide. The primary purpose of this project is to slow
vehicular traffic in an effort to improve overall safety and allow people of all ages and abilities to safely
travel to and from their chosen destinations, including schools and retail locations in the community. The
grant process, in part, requires “community support” for the project. You can lend your support for the
project by emailing traffic@hollywoodfl.org.
Grant Details
Up to $3 million in grant funding is available for this project as part of the Complete Streets and other
Localized Initiative Programs (CSLIP), administered by the Broward Metropolitan Planning Organization.
Current Location Conditions
In recent years, the city has installed over 252 traffic calming devices, primarily speed tables or speed
humps. The need for additional traffic calming is primarily due to growth and requests by residents to
control the volume of traffic and/or speed on neighborhood streets. A recent traffic calming study and
master plan has identified over 5 dozen locations that could benefit from traffic calming measures.
Proposed Project Scope
• Construct 45 speed tables
• Construct 13 roundabouts
• Install 9 electronic feedback signs
• Construct various lane and intersection improvements
The locations of the proposed traffic circles and other traffic calming devices have been identified below:
• Harrison Street from S. 13th Ave. to Intracoastal Waterway
• Johnson Street from N. 9th Ave. to N. 14th Ave.
• N. 40th Avenue from W. Park Rd. to Sheridan St.
• N. Park Road from Sheridan St. to Sterling Rd.
• Arthur Street from N. 64th Ave. to N. 76th Ave.
• N. 64th Avenue from Taft St. to Sheridan St.
• S. 61st Avenue from Pembroke Rd. Washington St.
• S. 63rd Avenue from Pembroke Rd. Washington St.
• Van Buren Street from S. 35th Ave. to S. 56th Ave.
Please help support this effort by submitting your message of support.
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PUBLIC UTILITIES

REPLACE OLDER TOILETS

Conserve Water and Saves Money
Households across the
country have noticed
higher water bills since
the COVID-19 pandemic
made remote working
commonplace. More time
spent at home means
more water use and
higher water bills. This
change in where we go,
and how often we wash
our hands, has some
residents thinking about
how they can decrease
their overall water costs.
The Department of Public
Utilities
(DPU)
helps
residents control their own water usage by providing
conservation rebates to those who choose to replace
older toilets with newer models that use less water. The
DPU began its toilet rebate program in December 2010
and considers this program a winning opportunity for
all involved. Water customers who participate in the
program receive a credit of up to $100 towards the cost
of a new toilet (win), customers save on future water
bills (win) and water is conserved (win). Conserving
water also saves energy and reduces overall carbon
footprints for yet another environmental win!

This program has now provided almost 5,000 rebates
to residents and businesses that replaced older, less
efficient toilets with newer water conserving models. If
you are a Hollywood water customer, getting a rebate
is as easy as 1-2-3:
1. Qualify by having a toilet that uses 1.6 or more
gallons per flush that you want to replace and a City
of Hollywood Water Account*
2. Replace that water-wasting toilet with a new EPAapproved toilet of your choice.
3. Complete your rebate application (including legible
scan or photo of signed form, water bill, itemized
toilet receipt and photo of toilet showing it has been
installed) and receive a water bill credit for up to
$100 of the pre-tax cost of the toilet!
Toilet rebate applications now accepted via email!
Please visit www.hollywoodfl.org/404/Toilet-Rebates
to download an application or for more information.
Complete applications may be submitted to
H2Oprogram@hollywoodfl.org
*Applicants under third party water billing (e.g. Condo/
HOA) may still apply. However, the bill recipient must
provide a copy of the water bill to be credited and sign
the rebate application stating that they will reimburse
the toilet purchaser (you) for the credit via monthly
maintenance or other fees.

Flush Pipes to
“Freshen” Water
Returning to South Florida after an extended period
away? Make sure to flush your water pipes! When water
sits in pipes for weeks or months, chlorine dissipates
and the water becomes stagnant. Bacteria can grow
in stagnant water. Contaminants can also leach from
pipes and accumulate in stagnant water. This can lead
water to become discolored or develop an unpleasant
odor. Stagnant water may even be unhealthy to drink.
Make sure to fully flush pipes when returning after weeks
or months of vacancy.
This rule applies to any structure and may need to be done at multiple locations within the building depending
on plumbing configuration. For a single family home, allowing water to flow freely from the kitchen sink and
each bathroom sink for several minutes each should be sufficient. However, for larger and more complex
structures, more locations should be flushed for longer periods of time and hot water may need to be flushed
separately. Also be sure to replace any expired filters, such as those on refrigerator water lines. Please see epa.
gov or cdc.gov for more detailed flushing guidance.
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GO WITH THE FLOW

Keep Your Drains Clear of FOG
Did you know that pouring fats, oils and grease (FOG) down your drain or garbage
disposal creates obstructions in underground pipes and could lead to blockages
and sewer overflows? When poured down a drain, FOG sticks to the inside of sewer
pipes both on your property and at the street. Overtime this fatty buildup can clog a
pipe or even an entire pipeline. Here are some facts and simple tips on how to prevent a clog.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

FOG is found in meats, lard, oils, shortening, butter, margarine, food scraps, baked goods, sauces, and
dairy products.
FOG do not dissolve in water.
Hot water and detergents do NOT dissolve FOG - they only push it further down into the pipes where it
can continue to build up.
The use of harsh chemicals designed to unclog pipes only provides a temporary fix. It not only eats
away at the FOG, it also eats away your pipes and can cause leaks, cracks and breaks.
Do not pour FOG down sinks or toilets.
Put food scraps in the trash
Wipe excess grease from pans and plates with a paper towel and throw in the trash.
Pour grease in a can and add an absorbent like kitty litter or paper towel. Once solid or full throw in the
trash.

Reinstatement of Disconnections for
Past Due Utility Balances

Over one year ago, the City temporarily suspended its policy for service disconnections for past due balances.
It was a way to help customers through a difficult economic time and to ensure water service was available
for hand washing and other hygiene measures during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic. Customers were
encouraged to stay current with their utility payments during this time if they were able, and to reach out for
assistance in setting up a payment plan if they were not.
Disconnections and late penalties for past due utility balances resumed October 1st, 2021. Customers with an
outstanding balance on their utility accounts have the following options:
•
If you need to set up a payment plan: Contact the City's Customer Service team by calling 954.921.3938
•
If you would like to pay a delinquent balance in full: You can make a payment online, use the 24 hour
automated phone system by calling 954.921.3938 or one of the below options:
- Cashiers Office at City Hall, 2600 Hollywood Boulevard, Room 103. Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. MondayThursday
- Drive-thru window at City Hall, 2600 Hollywood Boulevard – (North side of building). Hours: 7:00 a.m.
-6:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday
- After hours drop box at City Hall, 2600 Hollywood Boulevard (North side of building) next to the "drive
thru" window
If you need assistance please contact the Family Success Center for Broward County to apply for emergency
assistance by calling the Emergency Rental Assistance Hotline at 888.692.7203 between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

New Utility Rates in Place
New utility rates are in now effect and are reflected on utility bills as of November 2021. The simplified three
tiered rate structure for water and wastewater customers is designed to reward customers who conserve
water. This new structure allows customers greater control over their monthly bill since the charges for water
increases as usage increases. Simply put, the more water a customer consumes, the higher the rate they are
charged.
The City of Hollywood is committed to managing costs while maintaining the highest standards for drinking
water production, wastewater treatment, and storm water management. However, as costs for goods and
services continue to rise, increases ensure sustainability of these systems. Taxes do not fund water services
so those costs must be recovered through billing. Rate adjustments are based on a cost of service analysis
to ensure that each utility customer pays a proportionate share. Rates also allow for the replacement of
aging infrastructure, and for the City to meet state and federal regulatory requirements, as well as continuing
to ensure the safety and reliability of utility services. For more information on utility rates, please visit www.
hollywoodfl.org/238/Rates.
27

Vacation Rental Property Update
A vacation rental license is required for any property
in Hollywood that is rented to guests more than
3 times per year for periods of less than 30 days.
Licensure ensures an inspection of the property is
done and that it is in compliance with all the program
requirements such as; posted exit signs and that
pool alarms, smoke detectors and other safety
equipment has been installed and is functioning
properly. The license must be renewed each year,
and expires every September 30th. Failure to register
a vacation rental property results in penalties,
citations and/or daily fines.
As of January 1, 2021, 887 new vacation rental license
applications have been received and processed
by the City. Currently there are 1,104 registered
vacation rental properties in the City of Hollywood.
At the beginning of July the City partnered with civic
engagement company Granicus to help multiply
identification of unlicensed properties operating in
Hollywood, especially those who were advertising on
vacation/seasonal sites. Of the estimated 3,000 –
4,000 properties operating, the Granicus partnership
has identified 933 unlicensed properties that meet
the criteria for the program. Outreach to these and
other properties has been taking place including
mailings, phone calls, emails, social media, public
posts on the City’s website and other via other
methods.
While the City fully understands more work needs
to be done, as the outreach continues and more
cases go before the Special Magistrate, compliance
with the program should improve. Since partnering
with Granicus and launching the 24-hour hotline
service, almost 500 complaints have been received
and a positive trend downward has been seen
in the number of responses required by Code
Compliance and the Police Department. Residents
using the Granicus website and telephone hotline
to report issues are seeing a quicker resolution by
property managers, thereby eliminating the need
for escalation to Code or HPD. This positive trend
allows officers to then use their time to focus on
other priority cases while neighbors are having
their issue responded to and quickly resolved. Of
the complaints received, 51% were handled within
30 minutes and compliance was achieved by the
property manager, 49% were sent to Code or HPD
for further investigation. Of those investigated,
approximately 50% came into compliance and the
others were cited.
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The goals of the vacation rental license program
are to ensure safety and maintain quality of life.
Compliance is key to meeting those goals, and
while the program is still in its infancy, trends are
indicating Hollywood is moving in the right direction.

TAKE BACK CONTROL. REPORT IT!
If you are finding a troubling trend in your
neighborhood, report it 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week to a live operator via a dedicated customer
service telephone phone number, or via a real-time
website. To report an issue simply:
Call: 954.231.2375
Log On: https://secure.hostcompliance.com/
hollywood-fl/complaints/type
When reporting the issue by phone, be sure
to request the operator contact the property
owner/manager directly. When submitting an
online request, the property owner/manager will
automatically be contacted. Once a report has been
received, the clock starts ticking for the issue to be
addressed. Property owners, property managers
and/or the emergency contacts who are registered
with the City will be immediately notified and
given 30 minutes to resolve most issues. For more
complex issues, staff will work with property owners/
managers toward resolution. If there is no response
from the property owner/manager, the problem
persists, or the property is unlicensed, the issue will
then be escalated accordingly.

Downtown Hollywood
Welcomes New Businesses
Los 3 Tacos
“We wanted to open
an attraction, add
something
that
is missing to the
area,” said Leonel
Garcia, Manager of
Los 3 Tacos, at 1907
Hollywood Boulevard,
the
newest
entry
to
the
array
of
international eateries in Downtown Hollywood. “We
felt that most of the Mexican restaurants in the area
did not offer authentic Mexican street food, so we
came up with this.”
“This” is Los 3 Tacos, an authentic Mexican taqueria,
where, he explained, everything, including the food,
drinks, beers, salsas, music and décor, is 100% Mexican.
Glow-in-dark murals painted on the walls reflect
Mexican culture, and music, sometimes live and could
even include a Mariachi band are all designed to
create a party atmosphere, “it’s a Mexican fiesta, not
just a restaurant.”
The Wave Lounge
Wave Lounge, a new
restaurant/bar/
lounge has opened at
115 S. 20th Avenue in
Downtown Hollywood.
The Wave Lounge
promises to enhance
the
City’s
multinational aura through
food, music and dance that echoes the passions
and international travels of its owners. Andrey Baka
and his wife Victoriya Glichenko were both Ukrainian
national figure skating champions. Daughter Antonina
Rusetskaya, who came up with the idea for an
international lounge, also skated in the US Nationals.
The family has traveled the world working for such
varied entertainment venues as Royal Caribbean
Cruise Lines and Broadway on Ice.
Cuban Café
Proprietor Saul Dominguez
has
announced
the
opening of the Cuban
Café at 1657 Tyler Street,
just east of the new
Publix at Young Circle.
The Cuban Café offers a
selection of sandwiches,
churros, empanadas, ice
creams, and, according
to Dominguez, “the best
Cuban coffee in town!”
Dominguez previously owned and operated the
Beach Market convenience store at 317 Johnson Street
for over a decade, where he honed and perfected his
skills in making delicious snacks, sandwiches, and
Cuban coffee.

Spotlight on

Lime Design
Lime Design
For more information on businesses
is a product
or events in Hollywood’s Downtown
development
and Beach districts, call the
company
Hollywood CRA at 954.924.2980 or
dedicated
visit www.hollywoodcra.org
to
turning
people's ideas
into real life
products. Lime Design
is relocating and
expanding to a new
home at 1918 Harrison
Street in Downtown
Hollywood. The fullservice
product
development
company specializes
in
all
aspects
of
product
and
invention development, from initial concept to
manufacturing. Working with individual inventors,
startups, manufacturers and corporations, Lime
Design has assisted clients with graphic design,
marketing, 3D printing and manufacturing, and has
develop over 2,000 designs and patents.

Just Another Art Gallery
They’re a graphic designer and a realtor by trade,
but in their hearts, Carlos Plaza and his wife, Edda
Caban are partners in 'artistic' crime. The couple
is no strangers to the gallery world -- Carlos is the
past proprietor of the Native Florida Gallery in Delray
Beach, and Mundo Vintage in the Yellow Green
Farmers Market. They were looking for a place to do
their art: mainly but not limited to Plaza’s photography
and Caban’s ‘Furniture Up-Cycling'. They envisioned a
space where they could not only create and sell their
own art, but also showcase and sell works by artists
from all over the world, especially from Latin America
and the Caribbean
For more information on new businesses opening in
Downtown Hollywood, visit www.HollywoodCRA.org.
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New Year. New Career!

Come to Work at the City of Hollywood
Are you looking to start a new career or enhance your
professional development? Find success at the City
of Hollywood. Join our talented workforce to serve the
residents, business owners and visitors in Hollywood.
Working in Hollywood means responding to the issues
impacting taxpayers. Hollywood’s fast-paced work
environment demands on-point critical thinking and
problem solving skills from each team members who
is dedication to providing consistent, above-average
customer service. In some positions, employment
means being involved in policy decisions or
facilitating change. In other positions, employment
means being a reliable resource taxpayers have
come to expect.
We need leaders with a dedication to public service.
Opportunities include: Police, Fire Rescue and
Beach Safety, Finance, Procurement, Budget, Code
Compliance, Engineering and Project Management,
Information Technology, Development Services,

Marketing and Economic Development, Parking, Parks,
Recreation and Cultural Arts, Public Utilities, Public
Works, Human Resources and Risk Management.
Competitive salary and benefits are offered. For
information and to apply visit the City’s website at
HollywoodFL.org and click on the Employment button
on the homepage.
Job Interest Card
Interested in a particular job that is currently filled?
Submit a job interest card instead.
1. Visit the City’s website at www.HollywoodFL.org
2. Under “Government” visit “Departments” and
select “Human Resources”
3. Select “Employment” and “Job Interest Cards”
4. Select from over 40+ job categories and sign up
to be notified as soon as a job becomes available.

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS!

Apply Now to Serve on an Advisory Board
Serving on a City of Hollywood advisory board is a great way to get involved in your community and with
your City government. Not only are you giving back to your community, you are also learning about
different aspects of the City. Whether you join the Neighborhood Watch Advisory Board, Historic Preservation
Board or the Planning & Development Board, you will be involved with the issues and empowered to make
recommendations to the City Commission.
Boards and Committees primarily serve in an advisory capacity; however, some do have special responsibilities.
There are currently a number of positions available. If you are interested in volunteering your time, please visit
the City’s website at www.hollywoodfl.org and search “Boards and Committees.” The deadline to apply is the
beginning of April 2022. For additional questions, please contact the Office of the City Clerk at 954.921.3211.

Top 5 Reasons to Become a Volunteer
in the City
1. Meet New People - Volunteering is a great way to make new friends as well as make new connections in
your field of interest.
2. Feel a Sense Of Community – Volunteering in your City can help you feel connected to other residents and
those you are helping in your neighborhood.
3. Improves Self-Esteem - Volunteering may boost your self-esteem and self-confidence. When you do
something that feels worthwhile and valuable for your community, you feel a sense of accomplishment.
4. Brings Fun and Fulfillment To Your Life- Participating in volunteer opportunities can help you achieve a
sense of fulfillment. Staying active can help to reduce stress and boost your mood and level of happiness.
5. Teaches You Valuable Skills - The training and hands-on experience you gain while volunteering can help
you learn new skills as well as build upon the skills you already have.
For more information about becoming a City volunteer, please contact Jennifer Solinger at 954.921.3489 or
jsolinger@hollywoodfl.org.
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Noise Ordinance Now in Place
In an effort to improve quality of life for Hollywood’s
residents and businesses, enforcement began in
the spring for the new Noise Ordinance rules. Below
is a review of the requirements:
Residential Property
- 7 a.m to 10 p.m.
- No person shall make, cause, allow, or permit
the operation of any continuous source of
sound when measured at or beyond the real
property line a level that exceeds 65 dBA or 65
dBC
- 10 p.m. to 7 a.m.
- No person shall make, cause, allow, or permit
the operation of any continuous source of
sound when measured at or beyond the real
property line a level that exceeds 55 dBA or 55
dBC
Nonresidential Property
- 7 a.m. to 10 p.m., Sunday through Thursday
- 7 a.m. to 11 p.m., Friday and Saturday
• A continuous source of sound when measured at
or beyond the real property line is not allowed to
exceed 80 dBA or 80 dBC
- 10 p.m. to 7 a.m., Sunday night/Monday morning
through Thursday night/Friday morning
- 11 p.m. to 7 a.m., Friday night/Saturday morning
and Saturday night/Sunday morning

• A continuous source of sound when measured at
or beyond the real property line is not allowed to
exceed 75 dBA or 75 dBC
Public Property
No person shall on any public street or sidewalk,
park, beach or other public property, or in any motor
vehicle located on any public street or property,
use, operate or play any radio, phonograph, stereo
set, tape or CD player, television, sound amplifier,
musical instrument, or other device which produces
or reproduces sound, at a level which interferes with
a person’s peaceful enjoyment or the peace and
tranquility of the surrounding area at a distance
more than 30 feet from the sound source.
Noise Level Detection Device Required for
Nonresidential Establishments City-wide
• Any nonresidential establishment from which
amplified musical entertainment, whether
live or recorded, emanates shall be equipped
with a noise level detection device alerting the
occupants of the property to the noise.
For more information on the Noise Requirements, please
visit www.hollywoodfl.org/1297/Noise-Ordinance.

Public Works
at Work
Public Works, Urban Forestry and
Grounds Maintenance teams recently
delittered the FEC Railway cooridor
that runs parallel to Dixie Highway from
Pembroke Road to Sheridan Street.

The Operation Paintbrush
Free Paint Giveaway event
took place in November
6th at the Public Works Compound at 1600 South Park Road. 76
Hollywood residents drove away with 1,310 gallons of free exterior
latex paint. Buckets of paint were loaded into vehicles by 8 Public
Works crew members. With a fresh coat of new paint, these
Hollywood homes are sure to shine. #SeenBeingGreen

KNOW YOUR COLLECTION DAYS

Garbage, Recycling & Bulk Waste
Due to the Cleaner, Healthier Hollywood initiative, there have been changes to
collection schedules. Please visit the interactive map at www.hollywoodfl.
org/995/Garbage-and-Recycling, where you can enter your address to
find out your collection schedule.

PUBLIC
WORKS
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PORT EVERGLADES

Named “Best Cruise Port”
Leading luxury travel publication, Global Traveler,
announced the winners of its ninth annual Leisure
Lifestyle Awards and Port Everglades was named the
winner for the "Best Cruise Port" category. This is the
second consecutive year the Port was honored with this
prestigious award. Each year, Global Traveler conducts
a survey of its 550,000+ readers to find the "best" in
many categories of leisure, luxury and lifestyle travel.

ships starting up in June and July, to more than 20
ships that will be sailing in November.
Preliminary cargo volumes for Fiscal Year 2021, which
ended September 30, show a 10 percent increase over
the previous year with more than one-million TEUs
(the industry’s standard measurement of “20-foot
equivalent units”), and a nearly even split between
exports and imports.

Jonathan T. Daniels, Port Everglades Chief Executive
and Director said, "It’s getting to look a lot like prepandemic times. We have a lot to be thankful for."

Energy is up 6 percent for FY21 over the previous
year, with a total of 113,045,814 barrels of petroleum
products. A barrel equals 42 gallons, which means 4.7
billion gallons of petroleum moved through the Port
this past fiscal year. "We certainly feel the energy,"
said Daniels.

On November 6, six cruise ships sailed with
passengers, the most since the cruise lines stopped
sailing in March 2020. They've gone from three cruise

Study Finds Hollywood a “Best City for
Military Retirees”
who are veterans ages 65 and older, number of
retirement communities, estimated senior tax
burden, number of Veterans Administration health
facilities and benefit offices, median veteran income,
percentage of veterans living under the poverty line
and unemployment rate.
To conduct the study, they compared 200 of the
largest cities in the U.S. across the following three
categories of metrics:
• Military Retirement Friendliness
• Resources for Veterans
• Economic Environment
When the time comes for members of the American
military to hang up their uniforms for good, they’ll
inevitably face the same question anyone else asks
themselves when nearing retirement: Where will I
live? There are a number of factors that make a city
or town a good place to retire. But which cities are
best for military retirees?
To answer this question, SmartAsset compared 200
of the largest cities in the country across various
metrics, including the percentage of the population

Final rankings were found by calculating each city’s
average score for all three categories. Hollywood
is in the Top 20 at number 18 with at 71.15 Military
Retirement Friendliness score, a 69.33 score for
resources for veterans and a 56.50 score for
economic environment.
For the full report from SmartAsset, including key
findings, data and methodology, as well as the full
ranking list, please visit www.smartasset.com/datastudies/best-cities-for-military-retirees-2021.

